The Story of British Diplomacy
cruelties elicits the rejoinder that the Czar always has been and is the champion of true religion and the friend of real humanity. As a fact the spoliation and oppression of Christians in Greece or elsewhere in Eastern Europe are due chiefly to the misconduct of two English agents in the Morea, Morier and Foresti. A new pundit from St Petersburg, Czartoriski, meanwhile has taken up his parable ; on igth August 1804, he has formulated the suggestion of an Anglo-Russo-Turkish treaty as the best solution of the difficulty. About this point, if the record of the Russian Foreign Office maybe trusted, the diplomatists began to lint! mere diplomacy rather monotonous and digressed into conversations on a variety of improving" themes ranging from fate, free-will, foreknowledge absolute to the latest masterpieces in political writing, especially Adam Smith's Wealth of Nations, which Pitt's approval had done much to bring into vogue.
Not indeed that the international business which had brought Novosiltzow to London was long ignored. Between the British and Russian Cabinets the arrangements for a coalition against France, settled by the Treaty of St Petersburg, were confirmed, 3131 August 1805, by the Convention of Helsingborg; provided a, monthly payment by England of ^1800 for every thousand men co-operating in the common cause. The pecuniary stroke completed, Novosiltzow, after a conference with Pitt, betook himself successively to Vienna and Berlin ; at the former he settled a fighting-treaty between Austria and Russia. At Berlin he could do nothing, for the simple reason that by this time the Prussian Government had sold themselves to Napoleon at the price of receiving* from France the
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